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How to Write about Africa
Question 1
A satirical tone is frequently depicted in the essay ‘How to Write about Africa.’ Binyavanga Wainaina uses a satirical tone in pointing out some of the clichés and stereotypes about Africa that many wester writers have always relied on when writing about Africa. A mocking tone is established in the essay as Wainaina advises the western writers on words to use such as "safari," "guerrillas" and "tribal.” A satirical tone is also established as Wainaina advises the writer on the things to include on the cover of the books such as “naked breasts,” “prominent ribs” as well as guns. The writer also satirically advises on the use of stereotypical African clothing whenever Africans are pictured in the images. Wainaina also advises on avoiding being precise. Although Africa is a dicers continent with 54 countries, Wainaina advises the writer not to respect these particulars as the readers are not interested in these details. A satirical tone is also established in the essay as Wainaina advises the author to write on the stereotypes about Africa such as disgusting food, female circumcision, and poverty. He also invites the author to ignore facts about ordinary domestic scenes and the people who are not victims of the suffering. 

Question 2
The satirical and mocking tone used by Wainaina helps in establishing various concepts learned in African studies. As established by Wainaina, Africans are greatly subjected to stereotypes and prejudices with various western writers incorporating those stereotypes in their writings. As Wainaina establishes in a satirical tone, writing about Africa must include the starving African in a refugee camp who is waiting for help from the west. Stereotypes and prejudices increase the people’s focus on the negative aspects such as poverty, diseases like Ebola, and Female circumcision. Although Africa is a diverse continent with numerous countries and cultures, many people usually generalize their perspectives to all Africans. Just like Wainaina advises the western author not to focus on being “too precise” as the readers won’t be interested in those details, many people may also generalize Africa as a country and not a continent. The positives are particularly ignored such as the people living positive lives without the suffering. Clichés are also common which create imagery. Majorly used clichés are highlighted by Wainaina such as “darkness,” “safari,” “guerillas,” as well as “tribal.”  Wainaina in the Essay "How to Write About Africa" criticizes the focus on the negative aspects by writers which have contributed to stereotypes and prejudices. These stereotypes have negatively influenced the perceptions of many people regarding Africa. 
Question 3
Wainaina advises on writing about animals as complex characters who are well-rounded. The characters he pictures can talk and have family values such as lions schooling their young ones. Elephants should be considered as caring characters who are good at nurturing as well as characters who make good feminists. As Wainaina advises, the writer should avoid any descriptions which portray the animals negatively. When the elephants are involved in the destruction of people's property or killing them, the author should always be ready to defend the elephants. This personification of animal characters and giving them values have been presented in various movies. An example is the Disney Film which includes personified animal characters such as Mufasa and Simba. The production gives the animals various qualities of people like speaking as well as leadership. There are various adventure movies such as Jumanji in which the people are attacked to create humor. Just as Wainaina describes, animals should always be portrayed to be protecting their territory. Portraying the day-to-day interactions between the people and animals also shows the perceptions of various people about Africa. Animals are also portrayed as composed or civilized characters with a heightened level of understanding in most movies. 
Question 4
[bookmark: _GoBack]Binyavanga Wainaina was a Kenyan author as well as an LGBT rights activist in Kenya who died at the age of 48. He was among the well-known African authors who brought major revolutions to African literature. He was also involved in challenging the various entrenched stereotypes that many people hold about the African continent. Understanding the author can be important in understanding the text in ‘How to Write About Africa.’ The author adopts a satirical tone in attempts to expose the various stereotypes prominent in African stories by western writers. The essay is presented as a way of fighting reductionist views and clichés used when writing about Africa by various western authors.  Reading the text without understanding the author's view about the stereotypes would make a reader think he is promoting those stereotypes. For example, he advises the author to use images like "naked breasts," “guns” as well as broken ribs. He also advises on focusing on Africa as a country rather than a continent as those are aspects of low interest to the reader. Information about the author's role in fighting stereotypes and clichés when describing Africa can help a reader in understanding the author's tone in the essay which is important in mocking the reductionist views promoted by various authors. 
